HONG KONG LAWYER &iZ{2ED « December 2021

A Photographic
Connection

By Sonali Khemka

For Loretta Ho, photography is more than just a hobby. Ever since her
father passed way in 2009, photography has been a way of staying
connected to him and honouring his craft. Over the last twelve years,
Ho has found her own niche area of photography, with each shot taken
reminding her of why she started in the first place.
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o's father was a passionate

photographer, owning a

wide range of photography

equipment. When he passed, it
left Ho and her mother shattered. “It was
a very difficult time for me and my mother
after he passed. We were packing his
things and had no idea what to do with
his cameras, but | was very reluctant to
dispose them. | decided to keep them and
that's when | picked up photography,” she
shares. “l feel a strong connection with
him when | take photos with his cameras
and lenses,” she adds.

Ever since, Ho has committed time to
photography outside of her day-to-day
work as a family and divorce lawyer at
Gall. "What | like most about photography
is to be able to capture precious moments,
particularly all the places | have visited
with my family and friends,” she explains.
Ho has become deeply interested in
landscape photography and tries to
find any opportunity to take photos of
her surroundings. “l continue practicing
photography as | find it very calming
when | do it, although the equipment can
be quite heavy,” she shares.
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Ho's love for landscape photography
stems from the fact that the same location
or surrounding can be photographed very
differently by different people. “Personally,
| think landscape photography is quite
unique. For example, you can have a
group of people sharing the same view (in
nature) but have different perspectives.
The photos they take can turn out to be
very different even if they were taken at
the same spot,” she explains. “That is
why | like landscape photography (as
supposed to portrait photography). |
also love the contrast in black and white
photography,” she adds.

Travelling and visiting beautiful places
gives Ho an immense amount of
inspiration and some of her best work
has happened during such trips. “One of
my fondest memories must be my trip to
Northern Europe with my motherin 2018.
The views were absolutely stunning
(some of the photos for this article were
taken during that trip),” she shares.
Another fond memory for Ho is placing
third place in a photography contest. “I
participated in the 2020 Photography
Awards organized by Carey Olsen and
was awarded 3rd place which was
very exciting,” she shares. While Ho is
currently unable to travel internationally
for photographic inspiration due to the
pandemic, sheis finding avenues locally.
“Although Hong Kong is a very crowded
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city, there are actually a lot of places
which are unique and worth exploring
for photography. Personally, | enjoyed
visiting the outlying islands and places
like Tai O,” she shares.

Ho firmly considers her father to be
her inspiration and role-model when it
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comes to photography. “My inspirations
definitely come from my father. He must
be a way better photographer than |
could ever be as back in the days there
were no digital cameras and photoshop
for editing photos,” she shares. “l would
say photographers from my father’s
generation, or further back, must be
more skillful in terms of their techniques
as there were not many tools such as
photoshop for editing photos,” she adds.

Besides allowing her to stay connected
with her father, photography has also
brought other benefits in Ho's life.

“Photography has taught me to try to
think and see things from other people’s
perspective, which | found useful in both
my personal and professional life,” she
shares. “As mentioned earlier, even if
people are sharing the same view at
the same spot, the photos they take can
be very different as everyone can have
different perspectives even looking at the
same thing or situation,” she adds. The
activity has also helped her become more
patient. “I think photographers have to be
patient. Sometimes you need to wait for a
period of time before you catch the right
lighting for the photos,” she explains.

For budding photographers, Ho
recommends practicing and then
practicing some more. “Set aside some
time to explore the city and take photos
(even with a smartphone). Practicing
more helps fine tune your skills,” she
shares. “Take advantage of digital
photography as we no longer need to
develop photographs from films and
digital photos do not take up any physical
space,” she adds. For Ho herself, despite
her other interests in hiking, singing and
dancing, photography holds a special
place in not just her heart but also her
memory. B
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